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Cooktown

An hour and a half drive from the wharf takes us the 65 kilometres

to Cooktown, one of the most historically interesting towns in

Australia. After running aground on Endeavour Reef, not far from
Bloomfield Lodge, it was here on the banks of the Endeavour

River that James Cook found a suitable place to make repairs

to his ship. One hundred and three years later in 1873 the town

was established as the closest known port to the Palmer River Goldfields.
At its peak it had a population of some 5,000 people with as many as
17000 out on the goldfields, at least two thirds of all these being Chinese.

Today it is a popular tourist destination with a population of around 1,600.
The many attractions we visit include the James Cook Museum (where,
among many other historical artefacts, you can see the jettisoned anchors
and guns not that long ago recovered from Endeavour Reef) the Botanic
Gardens, Grassy Hill, art galleries and the Cook memorials.

There is also a large collection of items from the gold rush era, which help
one to imagine the wild and rowdy town that Cooktown once was. Today,
many find a stroll along the main street to be a worthwhile experience.
The harbour side is also a pleasant and interesting area. Here a large
stone marks the spot where the Endeavour was beached and repaired
over 6 weeks in 1770.

Memorials to Cook are nearby. Other points of interest are the cemetery
and some historical buildings. There are also many places of interest on
the return drive including the mysterious and forbidding Black Mountain
and the Lions Den Hotel. The Lions Den has changed little over the last
100 years. Tin miners, fossickers, cattlemen and hippies all gather there.
Definitely the best place in the Far North to hear a pub yarn.

Exclusive Charter $630
1 person  $495

2 people  $260 each
3 people  $180 each
4 people  $155 each
5people  $130 each
6 people  $110 each

Includes 10% Goods & Services Tax.
Cost includes admission to the James Cook Museum and
Natures Powerhouse.
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Laura - Split Rock

Aboriginal Cave Paintings

Aboriginal rock art in this area has been dated to 25,000 years of age.
The art occurs in shallow sandstone caves and was created using iron
oxide and kaolin pigments to give a range of red, yellow and white tints.
The designs include humans and animals and many figures are
superimposed over older examples.

Laura lies some 21/2 hours drive west of Bloomfield Lodge.
To access this attraction, we drive to the main Cooktown road where
we will meet Bart or Penny Johnson, who operate Bart's Bush Adventure.

Bart and Penny are highly experienced Savannah guides and will transport
you in airconditioned comfort to the Split Rock gallery and the cultural
centre at Laura. Their knowledge of the local area will make the whole trip
entertaining and informative. On your return, we will again meet you

at the Lions Den and bring you back to Bloomfield Lodge around 5.30 pm.

Trips by private aircraft charter with Hinterland Aviation are available,
prices on application. There is some fairly physical walking required
to access these sites.

Exclusive Charter $1260
1 person  $945

2 people  $495 each
3 people  $350 each
4 people  $290 each

5 people  $250 each

6 people  $210 each

Includes 10% Goods & Services Tax.
Please Note: this tour is subject to weather and road conditions.



