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UNDECIDED about what coun-
tries to visit on your holidays

next year? Then don’t miss our spe-
cial feature next month – Where to
go in 2012.

We’ve scanned the globe to find
some of  the key events happening
throughout the year. We’ve also
looked at new cruise and tour offer-
ings and will reveal what is special
about them. 

And we’ll follow this up in
January with even more informa-
tion about new destinations for the
new year.  Be prepared for some
surprising choices.

TRAVELLING to Bloomfield Lodge, one
of  the most remote lodges in Australia,

brings out something of  the explorer in a
traveller because this highly-awarded rain-
forest retreat is accessible only by boat. But
then that’s just the last part. 

First you must take a chartered light
plane for a scenic flight from Cairns, alight
on a small airstrip next to grazing cattle,
then travel by 4WD to the river bank.

Guests’ arrival and departure times into
the idyllic hideaway on the northern-most
tip of  the World Heritage listed Daintree
Rainforest is dictated by the tide. 

We arrive at low tide to find lodge man-
ager Ben Morley waiting to greet us with a
tractor! Our boat is hooked to the back of  it
and we are towed ashore.

Stepping ashore with dry shoes, co-man-
ager Courtenay Greer-Morley wastes no
time putting refreshing drink in our hands.
If  Captain Cook – or “Cookie” as the locals
like to call him – had enjoyed this kind of
welcome, the place names would have been
entirely different. 

Bloomfield Lodge was once a fishing
lodge, but it shed its “blokey” fishing lodge
image a long time ago. Today it is owned
and managed by the Trailfinders group of
companies and is a member of  Small
Luxury Hotels of  the World. It was recently
awarded Best Boutique Accommodation at
the prestigious Queensland Hotels
Association 2011 Awards for Excellence.

Despite this, Bloomfield Lodge is totally
unpretentious and uniquely Australian.
There is communal dining beside the pool
and an honesty bar where guests can make
their own drinks.

Of  an evening people mill behind the
bar mixing themselves drinks as staff
serve canapes, often fish freshly caught by
a guest that day.

Over drinks and a delicious dinner,
guests recount what they did each day. This
can vary between not very much and a lot
because both are on offer, depending on
your mood. 

You can take a boat out to the Great

Barrier Reef  to fish and snorkel, walk in
the rainforest, cruise the river for croco-
diles, or simply do nothing more than lie by
the pool, read, or stroll the wide sweep of
beach below (alas no swimming because of
the crocodiles).

We walk through the tangled rainforest
one day with Paul, a hardened bushman
who has lived all over the world but has
made Bloomfield home for the past 12
years. 

A young Englishman in the group who
has kept his eyes firmly on the ground
finally confesses his fear of  snakes and
other creepy-crawlies and asks if  it is dan-
gerous living here.

Paul looks momentarily startled.
“Dangerous? We don’t have cars here, mate.
They’re far more dangerous.”

The Englishman finds another reason to
be nervous the next day when we cruise up
river and see five crocodiles, including a
gigantic one, at very close range. Our guide
Craig knows them all by name or by repu-
tation and jokingly refers to them as “lodge
pets”. 

“Down-time” at Bloomfield is spent in
one of  17 individual, spacious retreats dot-
ted discreetly into the landscape. 

The best of  these are up the hill, but the
little bit of  “puff ” you have to exert to get
there is well worth it. With magnificent
views across Weary Bay, they open out to
the sky and the sea. 

The interiors have a soft blue and white
palette and there are spas on the open deck
and a well-stocked fridge so you don’t have
to trot down the hill to retrieve a bottle of
bubbly.

The lodge is a perfect blend of  solitude
and conviviality and you can take both in
whatever measure you choose. 

Each year hundreds of  international
tourists take over the long journey to
Australia and to Bloomfield Lodge to dis-
cover this unique part of  our country. It’s
time more Australians did too. 
* Sue Preston was a guest of  Bloomfield
Lodge.

When Captain James Cook sailed up the north-east coast of Australia in
the HM Bark Endeavour in 1770 he endured so much hardship he
assigned names like Mt Misery, Mt Sorrow, Weary Bay and Cape

Tribulation to its land and shorelines. As SUE PRESTON reports, if he’d
sailed in today he’d receive an entirely different welcome.

LAZY DAYS – The simple jetty from which
guests can fish or idle the day away.

BLOOMFIELD Lodge offers an all-
inclusive four-night package from $1520
per person twin or double share in a
Rainforest room (low season). The price
includes accommodation, all meals,
guided rainforest walk, guided river
cruise, courtesy car from and to your
hotel in Cairns/Cairns airport, scenic
flight, private road and boat transfers to
and from Bloomfield Lodge and some
lodge-based activities. 
(07) 4035-9166, 1300-675-658,
www.bloomfieldlodge.com.au

If you go. . .
Keep an eye
out for ‘pets’
Lodge as Australian as they come!



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00500
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00500
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00083
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <FEFF00440069007300740069006c006c00650072002000530065007400740069006e0067007300200066006f00720020004100640076006500720074006900730069006e00670020004d006100740065007200690061006c00200069006e00200061006c006c00200052007500720061006c0020005000720065007300730020006e006500770073007000610070006500720020007000750062006c00690063006100740069006f006e0073002e000d0046006f0072002000750073006500200069006e0020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c00650072002e>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [742.677 1077.165]
>> setpagedevice


